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U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Date Of Land Evaluation Request 9/9/09

Name OF Prolect ngivigual Environmental Report ({IER) #9 Federal Agency Involved | o ace cEMYN
Proposed Land Use [1n54 Control Structures (Floodwalls & Gates) | CoUntyAnd State & g ord parish (ouisiana
Date Request Received By NRCS

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS)

Does the site contain prime, umque. stafmnde or local important farmland?
not complete additional parts of this form).

{If no, the FPPA does not apply - do

Yes

O

Acres Irrigated

Average Farm Size

a3

Major Crop{s)
Solfﬁee_#s

Acres:

Nnmn of f-mr Evaluation Systam

Berverd ﬁr. sh

Farmable Land In Gowl. Jurediction

Name Of Local Sl

rion €.

%d%

Acres:

Amount Of Farmland As Defined In FPRA

/923y % &

Date Land Evaluation Retumed By NRGS

G/ 16/05

FAFtT lll |’To be completed by Federsl Agmcyj

Site A

—Stes

Sits Rating

Site &

Site D

A. Total Acres To Be Converied Dirar:lly

10.0

B. Total Acres Ta Be Converted Indirectly

0.0

C. Total Acres Ih Sfte

10.0

0.0

0.0

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Irrfnn-n.ahon

A Total Acras Prime And Uniqua Farmignd

B. Total Acres Statewida And Locsl Important Farmiand

C. Percentage Of Farmland In County Or Local Govi. Unit To Be Corwerted

D. Percontage Of Farmiand In Gewt. Jurlsdiction With Same Or Higher Ralative Vaiue

gt

00

PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Critarion
Relative Vaiue Of Farmland To Be Convarted (Scale of § fo 100 Points)

' &%

[=]

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Site Assessment Critaria (These crferia are expisined in 7 CFR 658.5(b)

Maximum
Poinls

1. Area In Nonurban Use

._Perimeter In Nenurban Use

Percent Of Slte Berng Farmed

. Protection Provided By State And Local Gnvemment

. Distance From Urban Builtup Area

. Distance To Urban Support Services

“Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average .

. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

wiom|~'m| ;| slww

. Availabilty Of Farm Support Services

10. On-Farm Investments

11._Effects Of Conversion On Farm Suppart Services

12,

Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT PQINTS

160

PART Vil (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Valye Of Farmiand (From Part V)

100

0

H

" Total Site Assasament (From Parf Vi 8bove or 8 JooaT
assessmnﬂ

gife

160

0

g

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 fines)

280

0

0

Site Selectad:

Date Of Selaction

Was A Local Site
Yes

nt Used?

Ne ]

Reason For Selection:
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United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
3737 Government Street 318) 473-7795
Alexandria, LA 71302 Fax: ani 473-7750

December 30, 2009

Ms. Joan M. Exnicios

Chief, Environmental Planning and Compliance Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Ms. Exnicios:
RE: IER# 9 LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN AND VICINITY
CAERNARVON FLOODWALL
ST. BERNARD PARISH, LOUISIANA
In response to your request for NRCS review of the referenced project site location to identify
natural resource constraints, if any, that may impact design and permitting, | have reviewed the

Farmland and Hydric Soil Classifications.

Farmland Classification

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA)-Subtitle | of Title XV, Section 1539-1549 of PL 97-
98, final rules and regulations were published in the Federal Register on June 17, 1994. These
rules state that projects are subject to FPPA requirements if they may irreversibly convert
farmland (directly or indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a federal agency or
with assistance from a federal agency. For the purpose of FPPA, farmland includes prime
farmland, unique farmland, and land of statewide or local importance. Farmland subject to
FPPA requirements does not have to be currently used for cropland. It can be forestland,
pastureland, cropland, or other land, but not water or urban built-up land.

NRCS policy clarifies the Rule by stating that activities not subject to FPPA include:
Federal permitting and licensing

Projects planned and completed without assistance of a federal agency
Projects on land already in urban development or used for water storage
Construction within an existing right-of-way purchased on or before

August 4, 1984.

Construction for national defense purposes

Construction of on-farm structures needed for farm operations

Surface mining, where restoration to agricultural use is planned
Construction of new minor secondary structures, such as a garage or storage
shed.
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Ms. Exnicios
December 30, 2009
Page 2 of 2

The soils on the proposed Caernarvon Floodwall are in the vicinity of Prime Farmland, however,
since the project is within an urban area of St. Bernard Parish and is “built-up”, there will be no
impact to prime farmland. It appears the project will not impact any NRCS work in the immediate
area. Also, this project will not impact any farmland protection efforts in the area.

| have attached the Farmland Classification with this response for your convenience and use.

Should you have any questions regarding the above comments, feel free to contact Mike
Trusclair, District Conservationist, in our Boutte Field Office at (985) 758-2162, Ext. 3.

State Conservation Engineer

cc: Mike Trusclair, District Conservationist, NRCS, Boutte, Louisiana



Farmland Classification—St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana
(USACE IER # 9 Caernarvon Floodwall Project)
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Farmland Classification-St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana USACE IER # 9 Caernarvon Floodwall Project

Farmland Classification

Farmland Classification— Summary by Map Unit — St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana
Map unit symbol Map unit name Rating Acres in AOI Percent of AQI
AD Aquents, dredged, frequently Not prime farmland 22 58.2%
flooded
Cm Cancienne silt loam | All areas are prime farmland 1.5] 37.8%
Va Vacherie silt loam, gently All areas are prime farmland 0.2 4.0% |
undulating |
Totals for Area of Interest 3.8 100.0%
Description

Farmland classification identifies map units as prime farmiand, farmland of
statewide importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland. It identifies
the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage,
and oilseed crops. NRCS policy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands
are published in the "Federal Register," Vol. 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978.

Rating Options

Aggregation Method: No Aggregation Necessary

Tie-break Rule: Lower
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